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EXAMPLES OF CONCEPT 
 
Directions:  Read the following four examples.  After you read each example, go to your blank 
chart and fill it out.  For example, read #1, and answer all four questions on your chart for 
concept example #1.  Once you are done go on to #2 and repeat the same steps until you are 
finished with example #4.   

1. 
At first, Fascists in Italy held only a few cabinet posts, but in 1925 Benito Mussolini had 

assumed a large amount of control for his Fascist party.  Mussolini took the title Il Duce (The 
Leader) using combat squads known as the “black shirts,” he used violence instead of democracy 
to attack socialists, intimidate unions, remove elected officials and suppress all opposition. To 
strengthen his position and the Fascist Party, Mussolini controlled the press, limited the number 
of voters, and rigged elections.  To help his country, the Fascist government took strict control of 
the economy, industry, agriculture, trade, and workers.  In order to strengthen Italy and the 
power of the Fascist Party, men were urged to be ruthless, selfless, warriors.  Women were 
pushed out of paid jobs and encouraged to give birth to more than fourteen children.  In school 
children were taught military discipline and to chant “Mussolini is always right.” 
 
2. 
 Communists were the sworn enemy of Fascist Italy.  Nowhere was the Communist Party 
stronger than in the Soviet Union.  In 1929, Joseph Stalin, the “Man of Steel,” defeated Trotsky 
to become the leader of Soviet Russia.  In order to modernize Russia’s industrial power, Stalin 
brought all economic activity under government control and developed a command economy 
where the government owned all businesses and resources.  Through his development of 
collectives all agriculture was directly controlled by the state.  Peasants resisted Communist 
collectivization by producing just enough food to feed themselves.  Stalin responded to this 
opposition by seizing all grain which produced a famine that killed between five and eight 
million people in Ukraine alone.  Fearing rivals, Stalin initiated the Great Purge in which party 
activists, army heroes, industrial managers, writers, and ordinary citizens were sent to forced-
labor camps in Siberia or executed.  Stalin’s use of violence, movies, art, literature, and 
education of children produced absolute loyalty to the Soviet Union and its leader.   
 
3. 
 Legally elected to the position of Chancellor in 1933, Adolf Hitler became a powerful 
head of state and leader of the Nazi party in Germany.  Within a year, Hitler suspended civil 
rights, destroyed Communists, and disbanded all other political parties.  Like Stalin, Hitler 
purged his party and executed all disloyal Nazis.  Using a brutal system of terror, repression, and 
violence, Hitler enforced the power of the Nazi Party with his SS troops and secret police known 
as the Gestapo.  To combat the effects of the Great Depression, Hitler reorganized the economy 
and brought all big business and labor under government control.  Churches and religions were 
reorganized into a single state church that reflected Hitler’s racial creed.  School courses and 
textbooks were rewritten to reflect Nazi racial views while all other unapproved books were 
burned.  To prevent the spread of Marxist ideas or a Jewish influence, the Hitler Youth was 
formed to prepare young Germans for war and to pledge absolute loyalty to Germany, the Nazi 
Party, and Hitler.   
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Name:__________________________________   Date:____________    Block:__________ 

Unit Test-Russian Revolution and Great Depression 

DIRECTIONS: Please complete all of the multiple choice questions below.  Fill in your 
answers on your scantron form.  When you are finished complete the writing portion of the 
test on lined paper.   
 
Multiple Choice-Worth 90 Points  
_____ 1.  Which of the following was NOT a cause of the Russian Revolution? 

A) Military Defeat 
B) Weak Economy 
C) Bad Leadership 
D) Russian Civil War 

 
 

I. Civil War between the Reds and Whites begins 
II.  The Provisional Government replaces the czar 
III.  Stalin becomes Dictator of the Soviet Union 
IV. Lenin leads the November Revolution 

 
_____ 2.  Which answer below contains the correct sequence of events listed above? 

A) I, II, III, IV 
B) I, II, IV, III 
C) II, IV, I, III 
D) IV, II, II, I 

 
_____ 3.  Which of the following contributed to the start of the Russian Revolution? 

A) The Great Purge 
B) The assassination of Rasputin 
C) Russian victory against Japan 
D) Demand for land, food, and peace 

 
_____ 4.  During the Russian Civil War, which former leader of Russia was executed? 

A) Czar Nicholas I 
B) Czar Nicholas II 
C) Czar Alexander II 
D) Czar Alexander III 

 
_____ 5.  Revolutionary supporters of Lenin were known as_____ 

A) the Bolsheviks 
B) the Duma 
C) the Cheka 
D) the Whites 



_____ 6.   The Communist Government controlled all aspects of the economy, also known as what? 
A) Collectivization 
B) Control Economy 
C) Command Economy 
D) New Economic Policy 

 
_____ 7.  The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed by Lenin and ended Russian participation in_____ 

A) World War I. 
B) World War II. 
C) the Russian Civil War. 
D) the Russo-Japanese War. 

  
_____ 8.  All of the following were causes of the Great Depression except: 

A) widespread use of credit 
B) European dependence on American loans 
C) an increase in popularity of Fascism in Europe 
D) huge debt resulting from the costs of World War I 

 
_____ 9.  Totalitarian governments came to power in Europe as a result of ______ 

A) victory during World War I 
B) economic recovery during the 1920s 
C) the formation of the League of Nations 
D) loss of faith in capitalism and democracy 

 
In violation of the treaty of Versailles, tens of thousands of jobs were created to produce military 
hardware and weapons.    
 
_____ 10. Which totalitarian government was responsible for the above statement? 

A) Fascist Italy 
B) Nazi Germany 
C) Imperial Japan 
D) The Soviet Union 

 
_____ 11.  Who were the Black Shirts? 

A) a group of fascists 
B) a group of Marxists 
C) members of the Gestapo 
D) members of the Nazi Party 
 

_____ 12.  Which statement below describes how Hitler gained political power in Germany? 
A) He began a civil war 
B) He started World War II 
C) He was legally elected as chancellor 
D) He used the Holocaust to scare his enemies 



 
_____ 13.  What was the event that began the Great Depression? 

A) World War I 
B) The New Deal 
C) Nazis control of Germany 
D) The New York stock market crash 

 
_____ 14.  Fascist Italians wanted all of the following except: 

A) more democracy 
B) restored nationalism 
C) jobs and a better economy 
D) a strong stable government 

 
_____ 15.  When banks demanded repayment of loans, this became ________ 

A) a long-term cause of the Great Depression 
B) a short-term cause of the Great Depression 
C) an immediate effect of the Great Depression 
D) a long-term effect of the Great Depression 

 
In the nation of Vespa, the Scooter Party is the only political party in the country.  General Motor is the 
official dictator and leader of both the party and of the nation.  All aspects of the life including politics, 
education, and the economy are controlled by the state.  Because General Motor demands complete 
obedience, he suppresses all forms of opposition to him or his political party.   

 
_____ 16.  The nation of Vespa is MOST likely a ________. 

A) democracy 
B) socialist state 
C) imperial state 
D) totalitarian state 

 
_____ 17.  This led to reparations and economic problems in Germany 

A) The Mandate System 
B) The League of Nations 
C) The Treaty of Versailles 
D) Wilson’s Fourteen Points  

 
_____ 18.   Italians who were outraged by the Treaty of Versailles, wanted jobs, and sought increased 

nationalism, would have most likely supported______.  
A) Adolf Hitler 
B) The Gestapo 
C) Benito Mussolini 
D) Victor Emanuel III 

 
 



_____ 19.  When wages for industrial workers increased, which groups earnings decreased? 
A) farmers 
B) bankers 
C) dictators 
D) business owners 

 
_____ 20.  The loss of faith in capitalism and democracy produced by the Great Depression lead to: 

A) motivation to continue imperialism. 
B) the assassination of the Russian Czar. 
C) European dependence on American loans. 
D) increasing support for totalitarian leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____ 21.  Which statement below BEST completes the diagram above? 

A) High unemployment 
B) German reparations 
C) High Protective Tariffs 
D) New York Stock Market Crash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____ 22.  The terms above are characteristics of which totalitarian government? 

A) Fascist Italy 
B) Soviet Union 
C) Nazi Germany 
D) Imperial Japan 

 
_____ 23.  How did totalitarian leaders suppress their political opposition? 

A) They held political debates 
B) They gave freedom to the press 
C) They tampered with elections 
D) They controlled industry.  
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Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party took control of Germany in the 1930s.  Under Hitler’s leadership, Jews 
were blamed for economic collapse.  Eventually Germany rearmed, grew its military strength, and began 
another world war. 
 
_____ 24.  What does the above passage describe? 

A) Causes of the Depression in Germany 
B) Effects of the Depression in Germany 
C) Events in Germany that led to World War I 
D) Events in Germany that led to reparations 

 
In Japan in the 1930’s, nationalists gained support after conquering parts of China.  Politicians and 
business leaders who stood in the way of military expansion were assassinated and rivals in the 
government were removed. 
 
_____ 25.  Which critical attribute of totalitarianism is best described in the above passage? 

A) Suppression of opposition 
B) State control of the economy 
C) State control of politics and society 
D) Obedience to a single-party dictatorship 

 
Part II.  Short Answer and Essay 
 
Short Answer-Answer the question in the space provided. 

1.  In a paragraph, compare and contrast Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin.  10 Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Short Essay-25 Points 
There are two Essay choices below.  Choose one essay question and answer it on the lined paper 
provided. 
 
 

2. In class we discussed several effects of the Great Depression.  In at least three 
paragraphs, rank the three most important effects of the depression and use historical 
evidence or examples from class to explain and support your answer.  .  
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